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Agenda

• Introduction to the Vermont State Archives & Records Administration

• Historic courts and examples of cases

• Indexes and searching aids

• Typical court record 



Vermont State Archives & Records Administration
(VSARA)

● Created in 2008
○ State Archives + Public Records Division = VSARA

● Division within the Office of Secretary of State

● What we do:
○ Maintain physical state archives & digital repository, VTRetain
○ Administer statewide records and information management program
○ Manage State Records Center for offsite storage of agency records
○ Handle certain statutory filings & certifications

https://vermont.access.preservica.com/




1078 US Route 2, Middlesex

Physical storage locations at VSARA

electronic repository



Government Records Aren’t Boring!

Attorney General investigation into shooting 
of May LaBelle, 1911. PRA-00422

Admission ticket to the execution of 
Edwin C. Hayden, 1881. SE118-00092

Inmate card and mugshot of Francis Blair, 1953, F-05234



Genealogy Research Guide

https://www.sec.state.vt.us/archives-records/state-archives/research-guides/genealogy-and-family-history.aspx

https://www.sec.state.vt.us/archives-records/state-archives/research-guides/genealogy-and-family-history.aspx


Why Court Records?

State v. R.H. McNulty, July 1911. WCJP-00001

Waterman v. Orange & Abijah. Buck et als., Lamoille Chancery Court, 
1884. LACH-00016





Providing Access to Court Records

• Records stored in poor conditions, with little or no access for researchers, 
are brought into the archives

• Scattered sets of records are brought together. Docket order is preserved or 
restored

• Catalog entries created

• Reference staff assists patrons in using court records for research



Types of Historic Courts

●Supreme Court

●County Court

●Court of Chancery

●Probate Court

●Justice of the Peace

●Municipal Court

●Court of Confiscation 
Lamoille County Courthouse



County Courts, 1777 - 1974

• Provided in the 1777 Vermont Constitution

• Organized by the legislature in 1781

• Criminal cases, civil cases, and appeals from local 
courts

• Took over divorces from the Supreme Court in 1870

• Superseded by the superior courts by constitutional 
amendment in 1974

Caledonia County Courthouse



State of Vermont  vs. Nelson Mareo County Court, 1856

State of Vermont vs. Nelson Mareo, Franklin County Court, December term 1856, FRCC-002

St. Albans Weekly Messenger
July 19, 1856



Abigail Flagg vs. Jotham Flagg
Divorce in Addison Supreme Court, 1795

Abigail Flagg vs. Jotham Flagg, Addison Supreme Court, January Term 1795, SUPR-AD-00012



Mary Williams vs. Eleanor F. Farmer
County Court, 1917

Docket, RUCC-00018
Williams vs. Farmer

Rutland County Court, September Term 1917, RUCC-00036



Supreme Court, 1777 - Present

• Established in the 1777 Vermont Constitution

• Highest court in Vermont court system

• Judges initially rode circuit from county to county

• Heard criminal cases up to 1824

• Heard divorces up to 1870

• Remains the appeal court in Vermont



Woodhouse vs. Woodhouse
Supreme Court, 1924 - 1925

Woodhouse vs. Woodhouse
Supreme Court Briefs, Published in Vermont Reports Volume 99, part 2, SUPR-00186



State of Vermont vs. George Moore
alias John Hammond, alias John Langley  alias “California Jack”

Windsor Supreme Court, 1879

State vs. George Moore
Windsor County Court. December Term 1878, WRCC-00170



Chancery Court, 1786 - 1969

• Established in the 1786 constitution 

• From the English tradition of separating equity law and common law

• The supreme court handled chancery cases during county sessions 
until 1840, when a separate chancery court was created

• Heard foreclosures, appeals from probate estates, complex business 
disputes, water rights, and dissolutions of corporations 



Evergreen Cemetery Association et al.  v. Marguerite Woodcock
Orleans Chancery Court, 1915

Evergreen Cemetery Association et al.  v. Marguerite Woodcock, Orleans 
Chancery Court, September term 1915, ORCH-00025



Probate Courts, 1777 - 2011

●Probate of wills and the settlement of estates

●Adoptions (closed for 99 years from the birth of the 
adoptee)

●Guardianship

●Name changes

●Correction of vital records

●Civil commitments

●Insolvency

●There are twenty districts, each indexed separately



The Estate of Justin Morgan 
Randolph District Probate, 1798

Estate of Justin Morgan, 1798, PRO-RNP-00098



Other Probate Cases

Notice of Adoption
Burlington Times, September 1, 1866

Artemas Taft  Jr. heirs guardianship, Fair Haven District, August 1817, FHP-00155



Justice of the Peace, 1777 - 1974

Fairchild vs. Chandler, Justice Lemuel Bostwick of Hinesburg, 1796. SE118-000019

●Lowest tier of judiciary

●Day-to-day issues of small and local nature

●Criminal matters limited to misdemeanors

●Minor civil cases



Municipal Court, 1788 – 1965

The Earth, November 13, 1895

●The first in Vergennes, 1788

●The second created in Burlington, 1865

●Heard civil cases involving less than $500

●Increased to $2500 in later years

●Criminal matters limited to misdemeanors
State v. Antonio Rossi, Barre Municipal Court. March, 1895. BMCC-00004



Court of Confiscation

● Authorized by Governor and Council, 1778

● One in each county

● Seven men appointed to confiscate estates 
of British sympathizers

● Confiscated land sold to benefit the state

Complaint against Levi Allen, Court of Confiscation, January 1779, A289-00001



Naturalization Records

Prior to 1906

●Individuals could petition different courts for citizenship, 
most records remained with the courts

●Little information on the individual was collected

After 1906

●Courts were required to forward copies of all 
naturalization certificates to the Federal level. State courts 
retained petitions and declarations of intention

●More information collected on the individual and family
Naturalization of John Sullivan, Rutland County Court, 1866. 

RUCC-00040



Indexes



Newspapers

●Entire microfilm collection from State Library 
now at the State Archives

●Most Vermont titles

●Spans late 1700s - present day

●Nearly all papers up to 1922 available online

●Many court cases were reported in the 
newspapers

Barre Daily Times, January 14, 1908

Orwell Citizen, December 11, 1919

Bellows Falls Times, September 30, 1859







Types of Court Records

●Dockets

●Recording books

●Case files

●Other records



Dockets

●Court calendar and executive summary

●Records the resolution of the case and major events

●Record court operations and administration

●Until the late 1800’s, a new term meant a new docket 
number 

●Later, old entries and new entries had one continuous 
number sequence in each court term

●Each court had its own modified version of the system

William Swift vs. Town of Elmore, Lamoille Supreme Court, August 1871, 
SUPR-LA-00008



Recording books

●Summarizes cases that reached judgement

●Omits discontinued and out of court settlements

●Arranged chronologically by term

●Multiple years per volume

●Most volumes are individually indexed

Davis vs. Allen, Caledonia County Court, June 1820, 
CACC-00377



Case files

●Papers generated during the course of court action

●Records may be extensive, minimal or nonexistent

●Plaintiff complaint and delivery to defendant

●Defendant’s answer

●Plaintiff’s response

●Supporting documents

●Final action

●Assessment of Court Actions

●Dispositions 

●Appeals



Case files

State vs. Robert Waterman, Essex County Court, 1905, 
ESCC-00039



Other records may include:

State vs. Moore, Windsor County Court, December Term 1878 
WRCC-00170

●Transcripts of trials or depositions

●Liquor licenses

●Jail registries

●Stallion registries

●State’s Attorney dockets

●Exhibits

●Land deeds attested in court



Manuscript Vermont State 
Papers

● Records of state government, 1760 to c. 1860
● Includes petitions to the legislature, pardons, 

receipts and more
● Names and subject index
● Online index for pre-1800 records
● Several volumes of administrative court 

documents

Bennington Special Court, Court bill of costs, April 18, 1778, SE118-00037



https://www.sec.state.vt.us/media/644013/court-records-reference-guide_red.pdf

https://www.sec.state.vt.us/media/644013/court-records-reference-guide_red.pdf


https://www.sec.state.vt.us/archives-records/state-archives/exhibits/vermont-court-records.aspx

https://www.sec.state.vt.us/archives-records/state-archives/exhibits/vermont-court-records.aspx


Secretary of State

Vermont State Archives & Records Administration
Reference Room

1078 US Route 2, Middlesex
802-828-2308

sos.archives@vermont.gov

Reference Room Hours:
Monday - Friday

9 AM - 4 PM

Twitter: @VTStateArchives

mailto:sos.archives@vermont.gov
https://twitter.com/VTStateArchives
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