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Be it Remembered: Using Vermont Court Records for Research
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Agenda

» Introduction to the Vermont State Archives & Records Administration
« Historic courts and examples of cases
- Indexes and searching aids

- Typical court record
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Vermont State Archives & Records Administration
(VSARA)

e Createdin 2008
o State Archives + Public Records Division =VSARA

o Division within the Office of Secretary of State

o What we do:
o Maintain physical state archives & digital repository, VTRetain
o Administer statewide records and information management program
o Manage State Records Center for offsite storage of agency records
o Handle certain statutory filings & certifications
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Government Records Aren’t Boring!

DYING STATEMENT

of Miss May Evelyn LaBelle made at the Fanny Allen Hospital at 8:45 A.M.
June 8, 1911, in the presence of State's Attormey Henry B. Shaw, Deputy
Sheriff Henry Todd, Dooctor Demnis J. Carroll, Dr. Prancis fuigley, and

murse Margaret Louther.

Dr. Carroll (to ¥iss IaBelle) TYou are wounded pretty bad snd you can't
get better and Ur. Shaw is here and he wants you to answer a
few questions he will ask you.

Miss LaBelle Can't I ever get any .'hsttar‘?

Dr. Carroll Tou mever oan get any better and he wants you to tell him
Just how the shooting happened. You are ging to die before

vory long mow. You can't 1live but a short time.
lr, Shaw questions Miss LaBelle

Q Now we have got the man arrested he 1s In Jail and I want to lmow, the
State of Vermomt wants to kmow how this thing happened from you. A Well,
1 was walking through the depot and he was sitting on a seat and he jumped
right up.

Did you say anything to him when he jumped? A4 Why no, not a word.

Tou didn't say & word %o himt 4 Ko.

And d1d he say anything to you when he jumped at ym? A fe swore at me.

O£ P DD

Do you remember what he sald? 4 Fo.

Attorney General investigation into shooting
of May LaBelle, 1911. PRA-00422

'-lé;ermunt State Prison,

TO THE EXECUTION OF

Edwin C. Hayden,

FRIDAY, FEB'Y 25, 1881, BETWEEN 1 AND 3 0'CLOCK, P.M.

Admittance to Prison at 1:30.

/gf%w L«M% sheril,

Admission ticket to the execution of
Edwin C. Hayden, 1881. SE118-00092
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Genealogy Research Guide

https://www.sec.state.vt.us/archives-records/state-archives/research-guides/genealogy-and-family-history.aspx

Genealogy and Family History

Researchers interested in genealogy and family history will find numerous
resgurces in the Vermont State Archives that may help them trace their
family histories in Vermont. These sources include:

= Vital Records

= The Manuscript Vermont State Papers (c. 1760 to 1860)
= Naturalization Records

= Probate Court Records

= Civil and Criminal Court Records

= Military Records

= Records of State Institutions

= The Eugenics Survey of Vermont (1925-1936)
= Lotting Plans

= Town Reconds

= Newspapers

= (Other Resources
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[ Why Court Records?
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State v. R.H. McNulty, July 1911. WCJP-00001
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Providing Access to Court Records

e Records stored in poor conditions, with little or no access for researchers,
are brought into the archives

e Scattered sets of records are brought together. Docket order is preserved or
restored

e Catalog entries created

e Reference staff assists patrons in using court records for research
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Types of Historic Courts

eSupreme Court
eCounty Court
eCourt of Chancery
eProbate Court

e Justice of the Peace

eMunicipal Court
Lamoille County Courthouse

eCourt of Confiscation
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Caledonia County Courthouse

County Courts, 1777 -1974

« Provided in the 1777 Vermont Constitution
« Organized by the legislature in 1781

« Criminal cases, civil cases, and appeals from local
courts

« Took over divorces from the Supreme Courtin 1870

« Superseded by the superior courts by constitutional
amendment in 1974
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State of Vermont vs. Nelson Mareo County Court, 1856

Melancholy Affair,

A sad affair occurred in Franoklin on
Monday last which resulted in the death
of Mr, Erasrus Cross, It appears that
Mr, Cross, while milking, was accosted
by a Frenchman (the name we have been
unable to learn) with whom he had an un-
settled account, who demanded an instant
settlement.  Mr. Cross refused to settle
then, and after some words had passed be.

tween them told the Frenchman to oﬂ‘
or he would throw the miiking-stoo

him. The Frenchman immediately seiz-
ed & club and dealt Mr. Cross a violent
blow on the head which caused his death
almost instantly. When the Frenchman
saw what he had done, he manifested
much sorrow, declaring that he did not
intend to kill Mr. Cross. e gave him-
self up without resistance, and is lodged

in Jail . i

St. Albans Weekly Messenger
July 19, 1856

State of Vermont vs. Nelson Mareo, Franklin County Court, December term 1856, FRCC-002
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Abigail Flagg vs. Jotham Flagg
Divorce in Addison Supreme Court, 1795

ELOPEMENT !

'\ HEREAS ABIGAIL, my

wife hath eloped my bed and
board, without any provocation.
Thefe are lkcrc/ore to forbid all perfons
trufting or barbor‘%’g ker on my ac-

count, as I will notpay any debt of her
contralling after this date.

JOTHAM FLAGG.
Leice/ler, My 16, 1793.
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Abigail Flagg vs. Jotham Flagg, Addison Supreme Court, January Term 1795, SUPR-AD-00012
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Mary Williams vs. Eleanor F. Farmer
County Court, 1917
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10 the presence of o s olY 8% the buriel o

DAMAGE OF $350
IN SLANDER CAES
County Court Judges Submil

Findings of Facts in Will-
iams-Farmer Controversy

—— . an

t's residence, the defengant called n Gutoasg ©Y the defen-
: her "g ¢ - .

ow type of human beings resigi A » referring to

The Sl'anderous Statgme ng in th&t. vici_n_it .

intiff to worry lest her

heart trouble may have been ang probabl

i was somewhat affected ; =
ously to her, by reason of the slanderoia statements above d é) @/M
rred to.___ _The slanderous statements were made without provocation v h Vi
: ilfully and maliciously made by the defendant. | 7. -:jfdjvz&%
the damages to the plaintiff to be three hundred and 1 -

» and judgment may be entered for the plaintiff to
sum from the defendant.
.on may issue with full certificate."

Williams vs. Farmer

Docket, RUCC-00018
Rutland County Court, September Term 1917, RUCC-00036
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Supreme Court, 1777 - Present

- Established in the 1777 Vermont Constitution

« Highest courtin Vermont court system

- Judges initially rode circuit from county to county
» Heard criminal cases up to 1824

- Heard divorces up to 1870

» Remains the appeal courtin Vermont
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Woodhouse vs. Woodhouse
Supreme Court, 1924 - 1925

Domur Van Drusin

Woonnousy: No. 3114
Vs,
Lonenzo |, Woobnouvsy Surnime: Counr
and

Currriy
Many K, Woobnousy: TTTENDEN County

DEFENDANTS' REPLY BRigp
Further Key to Abbreviations

g. = R T DR T Plaintif’s Briof
S A B T SR R L +««Defendants' Brief

The e}tenl of the printed matter found necessary to
present this case to the Court requires some explanation,

First: Plaintifs declaration is so general as o present
no well defined issue.

Second:  Much of the plaintif’s evidence does not sup-
port the declaration and is so general as Lo confuse rather
than limit and define the issues,

Third:  The undisputed facts show that the defen-
dants have never consciously seen the plaintifl  three
minutes, all told, in their lives—barring the brief call made
by the plaintiff on Mrs. Woodhouse on the lawn as carly as
June 1917, prior to the engagement or marriage to Douglas
—we wish o be understood as speaking literally.,

Fourth: In the Spring of 1919, defendant Woodhouse
inquired of Douglas about his wife as follows; :

“Q. Did they ask you where you were going to tuke
her? A. They did.

Woodhouse vs. Woodhouse
Supreme Court Briefs, Published in Vermont Reports Volume 99, part 2, SUPR-00186
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State of Vermont vs. George Moore
alias John Hammond, alias John Langley alias “California Jack”
Windsor Supreme Court, 1879

VERMONT NEWS.

“*CALIFORNIA JACK'® GETS A NEW TRIAL.

RurLaxp, March 7.—Jchn [Hammond, |
better known as **California Jack,’’ recent- |
ly sentenced to the state prison for ten years|
for robbing Robbins & Marsh’s store at]:
Chester, Vi., bas succeeded in cbtaining a
new trial. ''be decision was given at Wood-
stock, vesterday aftercoon. The grounds
for granting a new trial are as follows :|
The court admitting in the testimony con-|
versation between Robbins and Marsh re-|
garding the bond which was stolen when
B et oeties frelouing) - Hammond wes not present, and the failure

e Y R O of the state to coonect Hamwmond with this
' O g o BE LA conversation.

State vs. George Moore
Windsor County Court. December Term 1878, WRCC-00170
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Chancery Court, 1786 - 1969

Established in the 1786 constitution
From the English tradition of separating equity law and common law

The supreme court handled chancery cases during county sessions
until 1840, when a separate chancery court was created

Heard foreclosures, appeals from probate estates, complex business
disputes, water rights, and dissolutions of corporations
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Evergreen Cemetery Association et al. v. Marguerite Woodcock
Orleans Chancery Court, 1915

That the said defendant, Marguerite Woodcock, her
agents, servants, employees, workmen and attorneys and each
of them are hereby perpetually restrained and enjoined from
interfering with or removing, molesting or disturbing the'
i'body of the said Clinton H. Woodcock, or the casket or box
in which said body rests or the grave in which said body is
buried, and are also restrained and enjoined from taking
said body, or casket or box in which the same was buried,
from its grave in said Evergreen Cemetery in said town of
Trox.

Dated at Newport, in the County of Orleans, this
27th day of August, A. D. 1915.

_ng;@ﬁ:m_,

Chancellor.
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Evergreen Cemetery Association et al. v. Marguerite Woodcock, Orleans
Chancery Court, September term 1915, ORCH-00025




Probate Courts, 1777 - 2011

eProbate of wills and the settlement of estates

eAdoptions (closed for 99 years from the birth of the
adoptee)

eGuardianship

eName changes
eCorrection of vital records
e Civil commitments
elnsolvency

e There are twenty districts, each indexed separately
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Other Probate Cases

Artemas Taft Jr. heirs guardianship, Fair Haven District, August 1817, FHP-00155

NOTICE OF ADOPTION.

WHEREAS 1 have this day in due form of
law adopted HIRAM O.CUTLER, a minor as
my child and heir at law, and bave duly
declared my desire that his name should be
changed to that of HIRAM CUTLER BARBER,
and whereas the Hon. Torrey E. Wales, Judge
of the Probate Court in and for the District of
Chittenden, before whom my declaration ol
such adoption and desired change of name
has heen duly acknowledged, has issued an
order requiring me to publ sh a notice of said
adoption and change of name for three wecks
suceessively in the Brruixaron WEERLY
TiMEs, a newspaper published in Barlington
in said District.

Now, theretore, know all whom it may con-
cern, that in compliance with said order, I do
hereby give said notice accordingly.

DANIEL C. BARBER.

Burlington, August 23, 1866. 13wt

Notice of Adoption
Burlington Times, September 1, 1866




Justice of the Peace, 1777 - 1974

eLowest tier of judiciary
eDay-to-day issues of small and local nature
eCriminal matters limited to misdemeanors

eMinor civil cases

Fairchild s. Chandler, sttlce Lmuel o f Hinesbur, 1796. SE118-000019
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Municipal Court, 1788 - 1965

the County of Washington, held

was brought

%"wv?_ Lerzl i

. eThe first in Vergennes, 1788
- e The second created in Burlington, 1865

eHeard civil cases involving less than $500

State v. Antonio Rossi, Barre Municipal Court. March, 1895. BMCC-00004 eincreased to 52500 in later years

g TI gtm; SR G eCriminal matters limited to misdemeanors
n Washington

onday, Antonio Rossi was acquitted
of the charge ot breaking jail, because
he escaped from a lock-up, and not
from a jait proper. Smart jury!
The Earth, November 13, 1895
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Court of Confiscation

e Authorized by Governor and Council, 1778
e Oneineach county

e Seven men appointed to confiscate estates
of British sympathizers

e Confiscated land sold to benefit the state

Complaint against Levi Allen, Court of Confiscation, January 1779, A289-00001

o
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Naturalization Records

Prior to 1906

eIndividuals could petition different courts for citizenship,
most records remained with the courts

elLittle information on the individual was collected

After 1906

e Courts were required to forward copies of all
naturalization certificates to the Federal level. State courts
retained petitions and declarations of intention

eMore information collected on the individual and family

Naturalization of John Sullivan, Rutland County Court, 1866.
RUCC-00040
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Indexes

CHITTENDEN COUNTY COURT
Yol. 2: Sept. 1794-Feb, 1798

ngunSOmnra 2& Bar*holomew.
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Allen, Ira vs, Jacob Bayley 26 Ben. an é';;';,;""'"'"

Allen, Ira vs. James Ward ko

Allen, Ira va, Zedock Story ‘85 E

Allen, Ira vs, William Ward 172 - Appoiniment ot ‘P’"‘"‘"
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Allen, Ira vs, Isaac Maxfield 182 . Apptmt .Guardian,Henry Stevens . . . 3G 527
Allen, Ira va. Samuel Sheldon 325 _Guardian Sattlemx & Ordar to Guar'

Allen, Ira vs, Obadlah Doody 325

Allen, Ira vs. Joshua Smedley 532

Al1len, Ira vs. William Mills 501
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Now 4T Sally L. Magon vs Hinry 8, Godnowe.—This
WRE I proseeution Tor imetardy, sinnd after a lomge trial,

the detalls of which are unfit fio publivation, resylted |

i venliet fur the plaioth?,. Washburn and A, W,

Preston for pliTy Davenport & Haskine, Stoughtoa & |

Goeant, H. N, Hix and T, H. Strecter for defendant.
Bellows Falls Times, September 30, 1859

PRISONER WAS
NEARCOLLAPSE  COURT BUSINESS LIVENS UP|

_Dr J. M. Ryder Sentenced : 'ARE HEARD.

FLETCHER AND HOUGII‘I‘ON CASES

To Twelve Years i T :

Yom Woman Pleads Guilty and ,b"
Given a Four-to-Five Year Sentence
On Probation—Student Sent To
Waterbury For Observation.

FOR MALPRACTICE  CASE

| Judgment of Windham County Court

: Was Sustained by Supreme Court Orwe” C|t|Zen, December 11, 1919

b

in Decision as Announced
To-day.

Barre Daily Times, January 14, 1908

Newspapers

eEntire microfilm collection from State Library
now at the State Archives

eMost Vermont titles
eSpans late 1700s - present day
eNearly all papers up to 1922 available online

eMany court cases were reported in the
newspapers

VEMIONT Secretary of State
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The Library of Congress = Chronicling America
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Search America's historic newspaper pages from 1785-1922 or use the U.S. Newspaper Directory to find
i Humanltles CHRONICLING AMERICA information about American newspapers published between 1630-present. Chronicling America is sponsored
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Types of Court Records
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eDockets
eRecording books
eCase files

eOther records
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William Swift vs. Town of Elmore, Lamoille Supreme Court, August 1871,
SUPR-LA-00008
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Davis vs. Allen, Caledonia County Court, June 1820,
CACC-00377

Recording books

eSummarizes cases that reached judgement
eOmits discontinued and out of court settlements
eArranged chronologically by term

eMultiple years per volume

eMost volumes are individually indexed
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Case files

ePapers generated during the course of court action
eRecords may be extensive, minimal or nonexistent
ePlaintiff complaint and delivery to defendant
eDefendant’s answer

ePlaintiff’s response

eSupporting documents

eFinal action

eAssessment of Court Actions

eDispositions

eAppeals
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Case files
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State vs. Robert Waterman, Essex County Court, 1905,
ESCC-00039
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OF THE COUAT BY HOMN,  JAMES BARRETT, PRESIDING JUDGE, WAS DELIVERED .
TO THE JURY AS FOLLOWS: : ;

Other records may include:

THIS RESPONDENT,CENTLEMEN, IS CHARGED WITH HAVING BROKEN INTO
MESSAS,ROBBINS & MARSH"S STORE AND HAVING B90KEN INTO THEIR SAFE SOME-
TAME. I8 THE NIGHT BETWEEN THE IBTH & THE I1OTH OF THE DAYS OF MAY 18773 S
BORETIME IN THAT NIGHT,

THERE 13 NO QUESTION HERE BUT WHAT THAT STORE WAS BROKEN INTO,
AND THAT SAFE BROKEN INTO, AND THE CONTENTS TAKEN OUT, THAT 18 CON= L
CEDED ALL .ARDUND, THE LCARNED COUNSEL FOR THE RESPONDENT SAYS HE MAKES
N QUESTION ABOUT THAT, THE ‘QUESTION 19, DID THIS RESPONDENT DO THAT.
THAT 15 THE QW 10m, oID- HE DO ITY

MOW, I ORDER TO FIND HIM GUILTY, YOU WUST BE SATISFIED EROM
THE EVIDEMCE THAT IS GIVEN YOU, BEYOND A REASOMABLE DOUBT THAT HE DIDIT, ° ° ° °

¥OU HAVE HEAAD REMARKS OF GOUNSEL 1N RELATION TO THIS MATTER .Tra nSC rl ptS Of trl a IS O r d e pOSItI O nS
OF DOUBT, THAT THE RESPOMDENT |S ENTITLED TO THE BENEFIT OF. THE RULE
OF LAW IS A VERY 5|MPLE ONE. IN EIVIL SASES, IF 18 YOUR DUTY TO, DE-
CIDE ACCORDING TO THE PREPONDERANCE OF EVIDENCE, AUCORDINE TO THE
STEMING PR_OE&BILI‘H FAVOR OF “THE ONE PARTY RATHER THAN THE OTHER, . ° °
THOUGH YOU MAY .H.l\\-’ll A €000 DEAL OF DOUBT AS TO WHETHER THE OKE PARTY OR . L I q u O r lICe nSeS
THE OTHER 18 1N THE RIGHT: A5 IT SEEMS TO YOU MORE LIKELY THAT THE ONE
PARTY THAM THE OTHER IS IM THE RIGHT, 30 SHOULD BE YOUR VERDICT [N A
CIVIL CASE, THAT 15 NOT THE RULE IN A CRIMINAL CASE, THAT MERE
PREPOMDERANGE, WHILE YOU HAVE A DOUST REMAINING A TO WHETHER YOU ARE

RIGHT OR NOT, WOULD WOT WARRANT YOU IN RETURNING A VERDICT OF GUILTY. M M M

THE EVIDENGE BHOULD LEAVE THE MATTER =r@SfemrenD RESTING IN YOUR MIND . al reglstrl eS
WITHOUT A REASONABLE DOUBT EXISTING OF THE GUILR OF ‘THE RESPONDENT,

OF THE FAATY CHARGED, THAT A5 TO SAY, HERE 15 ALL THE EVIDENCE
WHICH BEAAS UPON THE QUESTION] NOW, CONSIDERING IT ALL PROPEARLY, GIVIMNG
IT ALL ITS DUE WEIGHT, GIVING IT ALL 175 RUE APPLICATION, 1S W STILL

£ aeiom e e ot s e i oStallion registries

THE RESPONDENT DID THE THING THAT HE 15 CHARGED WITH, IF SUCH A DOUBT

POUES EX4ST, WHY, THEN IT 15 THE DUTY OF THE JURY TO SAY NOT BUILEY, IF
SUGH A DOUBT.DOES EW-HST NOT EXIST, THE: |7 16 THE DUTY OF THE JuURY TO

SAY GU||_T_'N:: HAS BEEN SUGGESTED, THE LAM DOES NOT CONTEMPLATE CONMJCCTUR- b

P AL AND HYPOTHETICAL DOUBTS THAT CURIOUS MINDS MAY CONJURE uP, YOu SIT : .State S Atto rne d Ockets
THERE ,TRELVE PLAIN MEN, OF AVERAGE INTELLIGENCE . OF AN A\I'I(HAF-E APPREC | A=
TION OF HOW THE WORLD GOES, AN AVERAGE APPRECIATION OF WITHESSES AS
THEY TESTIFY, AND OF THE CONSIDERATION THAT SHOULD BE GIVEN TO WHAT
THEY RESPEECTIVELY TESTIFY. YOU ARE HOT SUPPOSED TO BE :‘\STL‘T£ AND CURYDUS ! e L
AND THEORETIBAL} YO ARE SUPPOSED TO BE PBAIN AND SENSIBLE ANL HEAS- . EXh I b ItS
OMAZLE, NOW, HAVING HEARD ALL THE EVIDENCE, DO ¥Ou DOUBT? IS YOUR |
WiND STILL UMSATISFIED, THAT THIS RESPONDENT DID THE THING THAT HE I8
CHARGED WITH DOINGT IF 80, AS | HAVE ALREADY STATED, WHY, YOu SHOULD
SAY "PNOT GUILTY.'' IF'IT 15 SATISFIED, AND THAT REASONABLE DOUBT DOES

NOT EX15T; 'FHEN 1T 18 COUALLY YOUR DUTY TO SAY *'GuiLTr. P La nd d eeds attested in cou rt

e

State vs. Moore, Windsor County Court, December Term 1878
WRCC-00170
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Bennington Special Court, Court bill of costs, April 18, 1778, SE118-00037

Manuscript Vermont State
Papers

e Records of state government, 1760 to c. 1860

e Includes petitions to the legislature, pardons,
receipts and more

e Names and subject index

Online index for pre-1800 records

e Several volumes of administrative court
documents
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VERMONT STATE ARCHIVES AND RECORDS ADMINISTRATION

Oflice of the Secretary of State

HISTORICAL RESEARCH
WITH

VERMONT COURT RECORDS

AT

INDICTMENT.
T sTARE] |

onu:%\_v'n COUNTY ‘COURT,
P

W Term, 18F

i
A BRI A T Lk

https://www.sec.state.vt.us/media/644013/court-records-reference-quide red.pdf
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https://www.sec.state.vt.us/media/644013/court-records-reference-guide_red.pdf

Vermont Court Records JA | e

VERMONT CouRT REcCORDS, 1794 - 1945

Introduction: 150 Years of Vermont Court Records
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Ower the past three years, the Vermont State Archives and Records Administration (VSARA) has undertaken a major initiative
to preserve and provide access to Vermont's archival court records. The pre-1945 records of eight counties are now processed
and open for research. In addition to tracing the development of Vermont's courts and legal system, court records document the

lives of a diverse cross-section of Vermonters. Their individual cases richly detail personalities, values, relationships,
livelihoods, and possessions.

https://www.sec.state.vt.us/archives-records/state-archives/exhibits/vermont-court-records.aspx
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https://www.sec.state.vt.us/archives-records/state-archives/exhibits/vermont-court-records.aspx
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Vermont State Archives & Records Administration . .=+
AP .2+ - Reference Room - .
... 1078 US Route 2, Middlesex, . @ |
| 802-828-2308 _ H
sos.archives@vermont.gov - / , I
/ i A \
./ . ReferenceRoomHours: = - ”
| e Monday - Friday |
' e 9AM-4 PM ¥ ;
_ Twitter: @'.y' TStateArchives

o
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